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worst. But whatever the results, we are not
going to give up on you. We’re going to fight
with you and for you all the way.’’ I hugged
her and thanked her for hanging in there
with me.

If I have learned anything, it is that we
never know when, how, or whom a serious
illness will strike. If and when it does, each
one of us wants not simply the best possible
care for our body but for our whole being.

I still am bound upon Lear’s wheel of fire,
but the love and devotion of my family and
friends, and the deep caring and engagement
of my caregivers, have been a tonic for my
soul and have helped to take some of the
sting from my scalding tears.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO THE MISSOURI MER-
CHANTS AND MANUFACTURERS
ASSOCIATION

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay a special tribute to the
Missouri Merchants and Manufacturers
Association. I am very pleased to rec-
ognize this organization for its 15 years
of superior service to the Missouri
business community.

The Missouri Merchants and Manu-
facturers Association was formed in
1980. With hard work and untiring com-
mitment, the MMMA has grown into a
strong, well respected voice in the leg-
islative process representing over 5,000
small and mid-sized businesses across
the State of Missouri. It is actively in-
volved in educating MMMA members
and serving as an advocate on State
legislative issues impacting businesses.

While Governor of Missouri, I found
that the MMMA’s active involvement
in State legislative issues provided a
vital resource. As chairman of the
Committee on Small Business, I highly
value the insights they have shared on
numerous issues of great importance to
America’s business.

The quality individuals that com-
prise the MMMA epitomize the kind of
dedication, work ethic and ideals nec-
essary to meet the ongoing challenges
and demands of the business commu-
nity. Their leadership has influenced
passage of important legislation and
provided dependable resources in many
court cases to benefit employers. The
Missouri Merchants and Manufacturers
Association will commemorate its 15th
anniversary at an annual fall dinner on
September 30, 1995. It is my great
pleasure to congratulate the MMMA
for this significant accomplishment.∑

f

THE AMERICORPS PROGRAM

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President,
over the last few months, there have
been a number of speeches in this
Chamber and even more outside of it
criticizing pointless partisanship. Al-
though matters of philosophy and im-
plementation do frequently divide Sen-
ators on this side of the aisle from
those on the other side, the country
has a right to expect that we will seize
every chance to work together.

I would have thought that national
service provided a perfect opportunity
for that common ground. Republicans

and Democrats alike have called for
greater personal responsibility, for in-
creased involvement of citizens in our
communities, for people pitching in to
do what needs to be done to make
America as smart and safe and strong
as we have dreamed it could be.

These are the very same goals of
AmeriCorps, the new domestic Peace
Corps established by Congress only 2
years ago. Just this past week, the first
20,000 AmeriCorps members completed
their service in my State of Connecti-
cut and all across the country. I know
how much they have achieved in Con-
necticut.

Forty percent of the 300 students tu-
tored by the University of Bridgeport
AmeriCorps members have increased
their levels of achievement in one or
more areas. AmeriCorps members in
the Leadership, Education and Athlet-
ics in Partnership [LEAP] program
trained 600 children to volunteer at the
Special Olympics when they were held
in New Haven. Community Action for
Greater Middlesex County was able to
bring over 60 volunteers to Christmas
in April, thanks to the presence of
AmeriCorps members. They refurbished
15 bedrooms and 8 bathrooms at the
Eddy Shelter and rehabilitated the
home of 90-year-old Alice Taylor, who,
in her own lifetime has taken care of
over 1,000 foster children, as well as
raised her own 8 children.

AmeriCorps offers an opportunity for
young people and Americans of all
ages. It makes the dream of a college
education a reality for families who
work hard and play by the rules—while
meeting compelling human needs in
our communities in a cost effective
manner.

Independent analyses show just how
cost-effective this initiative has been
in its first year. The GAO said that the
Corporation for National Service’s re-
sources total about $17,600 per member,
which is not only in line with the Cor-
poration’s estimate of $18,800 per mem-
ber but in line with what Congress au-
thorized.

Mr. President, the only formal cost-
benefit analysis of AmeriCorps, done
by four conservative economists, esti-
mated a return of $1.60 to $2.60 in direct
benefits for every dollar AmeriCorps
invests.

We need to build on this success, not
walk away from it. The private sector
poured $41 million in resources into
local AmeriCorps programs this last
year, a tremendous feat when you con-
sider that Congress had called for $32
million in matching funds from all
sources. We’ve got an impressive pub-
lic/private partnership going here and
we really need to nurture it.

We won’t find common ground or
reach higher ground if we turn national
service into a partisan political foot-
ball. We owe those 20,000 AmeriCorps
members—and all Americans—better
than that.

TRIBUTE TO JASON REESE
∑ Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I would
like to take the time today to com-
mend a very special Tennessean who
has shown tremendous strength of
character and a will to succeed. Jason
Reese is an 18-year-old from Morris-
town, TN, who has just been named the
Boys & Girls Club of America’s 1995–96
National Youth of the Year for his
commitment to community service,
scholastic achievement, and leadership
skills.

Jason entered the competition for
National Youth of the Year when he
became the Morristown Boys & Girls
Club’s Youth of the Month and later
their Youth of the Year. He was then
chosen Youth of the Year by the State
of Tennessee and the southeast re-
gional representative for the national
competition. The finalists traveled to
Washington, D.C. and were judged on
their activities in their local Boys &
Girls Clubs, their values and integrity,
their academic achievements, their
service to their communities, and their
commitment to their families.

As the National Youth of the Year,
Jason will have the opportunity to
meet with youth from Boys & Girls
Clubs throughout the country and dis-
cuss the impact the programs can have
on one individual. For years, Jason
lived without a male role model. But
through drive and determination,
Jason Reese overcame those obstacles,
and he has become a role model for
other youths.

Jason was abandoned by his father
when he was a baby, and later his step-
father abandoned him and his two
younger stepbrothers. Jason grew up
quickly, holding a part-time job, work-
ing hard in school, and caring for his
brothers at home while his mother
worked and attended school. He also
joined the Boys & Girls Club in Morris-
town, where he grew up in other ways.
There, he served as a junior staff mem-
ber, a member of the Keystone Leader-
ship Club, and as a delegate to the
club’s board of directors. He took part
in most of the club’s programs, and he
learned the social and leadership skills
that he says gave him the motivation
and self-esteem he needed to succeed in
his school, community, and family.

Outside of the Boys & Girls Club,
Jason has volunteered in nursing
homes, helped refurbish a local park,
and tutored younger children.
Throughout that time, he maintained a
3.83 cumulative grade point average in
his advanced and college placement
curriculum at Morristown-Hamblen
School West, and he took on enough re-
sponsibilities at home to allow his
mother to work and graduate from col-
lege with a degree in psychology.

After 8 years in the Boys & Girls Club
and a lifetime of his own dedication,
Jason Reese has entered the University
of Tennessee at Knoxville as a fresh-
man honors student in engineering. In
addition to being a National Merit
Scholar and a UT Centennial Scholar,
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